Tennessee Health Care

Campaign Anticipates Budget
Scare

By AJ. Dagger I

The Termessce Health Care Cagpe
pegn susd a press release on July
11, 2011 %0 alert Teanssseans about the
negotations of possibie fedesal budget
cuts 90 Medcare and Medicade, If al-
- lowed, these cuts would afSect the lives

- 10 mediowre, medicaid and the socal se-
-=- Cunity program & not e way the Amers
3 jean people want to handle thia™ sed
| Tony Gaee, pakoy direcioe of THOC,
“We were concemed about some of the
peoposals that we were hearing sbout ™

the proposed ouls
would Rave a big effect on many Ten-
nessears. “Almost half of all bieths in
Teanswseo are covered by TenaCave,
and over NO000 childres degend o
TeanCare in order 10 see a doctor when
They get sck,™ Gaer contumsed. “Slash-
irg e foderad budget for Medosd
would have & devastatiag effect not

on low-incoeme funibes and people
Palmenres ks e Statewide and Online Onga- %M%Mm@'muﬂﬁ-

for The Tesnesses Health Care Campalgn Dt 00 the Aoegritals St will contine to

treat tham in emegency rooms aad the
povesnmnents and sogayers that will make up the difference.™ The proposed cus would like-
reduce the pay of doctoe, surses and hospitals, “Foderad cuts of the magritnds being proposed
Ravea effect our health care symem. That s why we are staading togedher,™
mmma of TRHOC. a
Erad Palmeryes, Se statewide and caline crgasizer for THOC, was shocked when he heard
newa “This would affect & Jot of peogle,”™ he 10id the Tennessee Trbune. “It an™t 2 disect
on people just recesving hese scrvices, bt ity akwo 2 keger rendoal economic soe hat
A
“All programas aee i jeopandy nght now, but many politioies ae eyeng Modicaid as
besgaining clep becawe TeanCare beasficiaries aee seen to have lew polisoal clout,”™ said Usel
“We were concenned that the republican were caly hooking ot ome approach, sed ot was o
" said Gare.
Though B deadline & August 2, tere i cwerently 00 plan of action to take if the cuts ooowr.
was hasd o know what the gamse plan would be when we never knew when the cus
be. [t was a mggor concem o o part,” explaieed Gare “The caly we oas do s ol
s many people @ we can 1o let aers kaow that they have a woice in these matters, and ther
counts”™ added Pakmenree.
According to the secent press release, theee aoe 1.2 mallion people on TenaCare in Teanssee.
of Sazse people are children. Thare's | mallion people on Medicare, and over 200,000 are
which reeaes hat ey have bofs Medioare aad TesnCuare,
The peess release eaded with e followiag quote froen THOC. “Togetier, with a strosg coali-
of cogarerations that care for owr most vaineabie neghbors, we are wging our congresicnal
legation 10 stand o for & fier, balanced o @ defloat that does mot pay our couny's
by inflicting crusiing conts om sesiors, fanilien, chelden aad peogle with Ssabdities while
natheng of those who can most aflosd 10 pay Seir fer shase ™




